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2-1115 FIRE CLEARANCE DOCUMENTATION 2-1115 

 

Assembly Bill 762, Lowenthal, effective January 1, 2010; amended sections 1566.45, 1568.0832, 

and 1569.72 of the Health and Safety Code for purposes of fire clearances.  For purposes of fire 

clearances, Assembly Bill 762 changes the law so that Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly, 

Community Care Facilities, and Residential Care Facilities for the Chronically Ill 

residents/clients who need assistance in transferring to and from bed (but who do not need 

assistance in turning or repositioning in bed), shall be considered nonambulatory for purposes of 

fire clearances.  Bedridden, for the purpose of fire clearances, means persons who do need 

assistance to turn or reposition in bed. 

 

The LIC 200 Application for Community Care Facility or Residential Care Facility for the 

Elderly is currently being revised to reflect the changes of this new law.  (In addition to this 

section, see sample letter in Reference Material, Office Functions, Fire Clearance Sample 

Letters, section 2-1116 for use until the LIC 200 is amended). 

 

Orientations and Applications 

 

Licensing Program Analysts shall: 

 

1. Ensure, during the orientation process, that new applicants are aware of the changes in 

Assembly Bill 762.  Applicants should have a basic understanding of the differences 

between nonambulatory persons versus bedridden persons as it relates to fire clearance 

requests.  Applicants should be advised of the new changes and requirements related to 

the LIC 200 form. 

 

2. Ensure, through the application process, that existing applicants affected by this new law, 

understand the implementation of this law as it pertains to their application and facility 

operation.  Note:  If a bedroom is cleared with a bedridden fire clearance, this clearance 

will also allow a facility to retain a client(s)/resident(s) who is/are nonambulatory or 

ambulatory in that bedroom. 

 

a. Review the LIC 200 and the STD 850 State Fire Safety Inspection Request of 

each application.  Determine which applicants have requested a fire clearance for 

at least one bedridden resident.  If an applicant has requested a fire clearance for 

at least one bedridden client/resident, the Licensing Program Analyst (or 

designated staff) shall: 

 

i. Contact the applicant. 

 

ii. Inform the applicant about the changes related to AB 762. 
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2-1115 FIRE CLEARANCE DOCUMENTATION (Continued) 2-1115 

 

 

iii. Determine if the applicant needs to amend the application.  If the applicant 

needs to amend the LIC 200, provide instruction on how to change the 

application, i.e. download the LIC 200, complete as outlined on the 

Sample Facility Letter located in Reference Material, Office Functions, 

section 2-1116, and remit to the licensing office.  Inform the applicant of 

the need to update the plan of operation as applicable. 

 

iv. Advise the applicant that the local fire jurisdiction will be notified about 

the updated fire clearance request. 

 

v. Advise the applicant that this change may result in a delay in the 

processing of the application as the fire marshal may require additional 

time to process this request. 

 

b. Upon receipt of an applicant’s new LIC 200 and LIC 200 attachment if 

applicable, the Licensing Program Analyst (or designated staff) shall: 

 

i. Ensure that the information provided on the LIC 200 and LIC 200 

attachment, if applicable, is complete.  Transfer the information onto a 

new STD 850.   

 

ii. Determine the status of the original STD 850 request.  Is it with the 

Community Care Licensing Division or with the local fire jurisdiction?  If 

it has already been sent to the local fire jurisdiction, the following action 

must be taken: 

 

(1) Contact the local fire jurisdiction with authority and alert them to 

the changes being requested;  

 

(2) Send the updated STD 850 to the local fire jurisdiction, using the 

Sample STD 850 Letter provided in Reference Material, Office 

Functions, section2-1116.  Note:  the local fire jurisdiction will 

determine whether a new inspection is required; 

 

(3) Upon receipt of the new STD 850 from the local fire jurisdiction, 

place the STD 850 in the applicant’s facility file. 

 

If the STD 850 has not yet been sent to the local fire jurisdiction, use the 

information on the new LIC 200 and the LIC 200 attachment, if 

applicable, to amend the STD 850.  Process the new STD 850 using 

standard operating procedures.  The Sample STD 850 Letter should not be 

used with this request, as it is unnecessary.   

 
 

Ensure all communications with applicants/licensees are documented on an LIC 185 Contact 

Sheet. 
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2-1115  FIRE CLEARANCE DOCUMENTATION (Continued)   2-1115 

 

Facility Visits 

 

Licensing Program Analysts shall: 

 

1. During the next facility visit, share information related to this change in law with 

licensees.  A copy of this implementation plan and LIC 200, or how to access this 

information on the Community Care Licensing Division webpage must be shared.  Note:  

Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly, Community Care Facilities and Residential 

Care Facilities for the Chronically Ill clients/residents who are unable to turn or 

reposition in bed shall be considered bedridden for purposes of fire clearances. 

 

2. Ensure all communications with applicants/licensees is documented on an LIC 185 

Contact Sheet. 
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2-1116 FIRE CLEARANCE SAMPLE LETTERS  2-1116 

 

Sample Facility Letter (Use letterhead) 

 

<Licensee> 

<Address> 

 

 

 

NOTICE/ACTION REQUIRED 

 

Bedridden Persons in Community Care Facilities (CCFs), Residential Care Facilities for the 

Chronically Ill (RCF-CIs), Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFEs) and  

Fire Clearances 

 

Background/New Law: 

 

Assembly Bill 762, Lowenthal, effective January 1, 2010; amends sections 1566.45, 1568.0832 

and 1569.72 of the Health and Safety Code.  Specifically, a client/resident who is unable to 

independently transfer to and from bed, but who does not need assistance in turning and 

repositioning in bed, is now considered nonambulatory for purposes of a facility fire clearance.       

 

For purposes of fire clearances: 

 

 RCFE, CCF and RCF-CI clients/residents who need assistance in transferring to and from 

bed (but who do not need assistance in turning or repositioning in bed), shall be considered 

nonambulatory for purposes of a facility fire clearance. 

 

 RCFE, CCF and RCF-CI clients/residents who need assistance to turning or repositioning 

in bed shall be considered bedridden and may only be retained in facilities that have secured 

a bedridden fire clearance.   

 

Notice/Action Required:  

 

In order to accurately reflect numbers of clients/residents that are nonambulatory and/or 

bedridden, applicants/licensees are to complete the LIC 200.  If necessary, the applicant/licensee 

must insert the phrase, "SEE ATTACHED" in Sections 10 and 10A.   
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Sample Facility Letter (Continued) 
 

AB 762 Implementation Plan  

Page Two 

 

 

The LIC 200 attachment is a document created by the applicant/licensee which must clearly 

identify the following: 

 

 Total Requested Capacity – means the sum total of all persons to be cared for in a 24-hour 

period. 

 Number of Nonambulatory - “nonambulatory persons” means persons unable to leave a 

building unassisted under emergency conditions. It includes any person who  

is unable, or likely to be unable, to physically and mentally respond to a sensory signal 

approved by the State Fire Marshal, or an oral instruction relating to fire danger, and persons 

who depend upon mechanical aids such as crutches, walkers, and wheelchairs.  This also 

includes persons who are transfer-dependent but who do not need assistance in turning and 

repositioning in bed. 

 

 Number of Bedridden – means the number of persons who are unable to independently turn 

or reposition in bed.   

 

The LIC 200, Application for Community Care Facility or Residential Care Facility for the 

Elderly, is located at http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/entres/forms/English/LIC200.pdf  

and can be remitted to my attention at: 

 

<Office Name> 

<Office Address> 

 

As applicable, please remit the above information to my attention by <date>.  If you have any 

questions, I can be reached at <phone number>. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

<Name> 

Licensing Program Analyst 

 

 

<Enclosure> 
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Sample STD 850 Letter (Use letterhead) 

 

<Local Fire Jurisdiction> 

<Address> 

 

 

STD 850 FIRE SAFETY INSPECTION REQUEST for BEDRIDDEN PERSONS in a: 

 

Community Care Facility (CCF) 

 

Residential Care Facility for the Chronically Ill (RCF-CI) 

 

Residential Care Facility for the Elderly (RCFE)  

 

Background/New Law: 

 

Assembly Bill 762, Lowenthal, effective January 1, 2010; amends sections 1566.45, 1568.0832 

and 1569.72 of the Health and Safety Code.  Specifically, a client/resident who is unable to 

independently transfer to and from bed, but who does not need assistance in turning and 

repositioning in bed, is now considered nonambulatory for purposes of a facility fire clearance.       

 

Based on the above change in law: 

 

<Facility No.> 

<Facility Name> 

<Facility Address> 

 

has submitted an Application for a Community Care Facility or Residential Care Facility for the 

Elderly License change of nonambulatory/bedridden status.   

 

Please process this request according to the information provided on the attached  

STD 850 Fire Safety Inspection Request form.  If you have any questions, I can be reached at 

<phone number>. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

<Name> 

Licensing Program Analyst 

 

Enclosure 
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